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when his real or supposed ailments left him no energy for
original geological labour. Perhaps it was partly this pro-
crastinating temperament, and partly a naturally generous
disposition which kept him so long from taking umbrage at
Murchison. In following the events of the next ten or
twelve years, however, we must bear in mind that at any
moment the peace might have been broken.

From this digression we return to Murchison's work in
the summer of 1846. After visits to friends in different
parts of England, and among other places to Durham, where
he revived his recollections of the Grammar School, the
foul drain, the cathedral pinnacles, and the mill-girls or
" cotton dollies," as the boys used to call them, he repaired
to London to gather together there as many of the foreign
savans as had accepted his invitation to attend the
Association meeting. Oersted and Forchhammer came from
Denmark, Eetzius from Sweden, Schonbein from Switzer-
land, and Matteucci from Italy.

Not being quite sure whether the Southampton of those
days would furnish a large audience to orators in science,
he had taken some trouble to give the meeting more
popular prestige by securing several leading public men as
Vice-Presidents, including the Duke of Wellington, Lord
Palmerston, and Mr. Lefevre, the Speaker, besides such
prominent names as those of Herschel and Whewell. As a
cunning piece of strategy, he induced Sir James Clark to ask
Prince Albert to attend, which the Prince very willingly did,
not only coming to the President's address, but attending
next day at the different Sections. " It diverted me much,"
Murchison writes, " to see how utterly ignorant the Prince's
equerries were of all that they saw and heard, and howimself showed by
